Concern For Students And Youth
From the beginning Annapoornaiah had faith in the power and
potenial of the students and the youth. He knew that India had well-
meaning and patriotic youth who were always prepared to work for
a good cause and participate in the movements of freedom and so-
cial reform. All that they needed was worthy leaders who could set
an example to them and instiU discipline and idealism in them. He
believed that the parents and the teachers had an important role to
play. He had seen ideal teachers like Sri Raghupati Venkataratnam,
Principal of Pithapur Rajah's College who inspired the students with
his lectures and made them take up constructive cultural and social
activities.
In Rajahmundry he had seen Pandit Kandukuri Veeresalingam,
a social reformer, a man of letters, preacher of ethical values. He
enthused and exhorted the students and used their services for so-
cial reforms such as widow marriages, abolition of child marriages,
encouragement of inter-caste marriages and a relentless campaign
for rooting out corruption and forgery.
Annapoornaiah believed that the future of India lies in the
hands of the youth and it was the duty of the elders to mould and
direct them on the right lines.
Let us see the following excerpts from Annapoornaiah's edito-
rial of "Velugu" dated 30-3-1954.
"If Kandukuri Veeresalingam was able to conduct his crusade in
favour of widow marriages, it was because he had the support and
unstinted co-operation of Telugu students. They rescued him from
stones pelted at him by the superstitious and orthodox people. It
was the Telugu student who helped him in fighting against the de-
mon of casteismby performing inter-caste marriages".
"Amarajeevi Potti Sreeramulu achieved the separate state for
Andhras by relying on the support of the Telugu students. He sacri-
ficed his own life to realise this objective. It was the Telugu student
who stopped the trains, fought with the police, defied tear gas shells,